
“Discerning True Spiritual Leaders From False Ones” 
Galatians 4:17-20 

Series: Justification by faith alone in Christ alone 

 
The Galatian false teachers were like _________________ the 
Christian believers and that is what false teachers do.   
 
This passage can speak to us about relationships and the right way or 
the wrong way to _________________ one another. Specifically, how 
can we discern true spiritual leaders from false ones?  
 

The WRONG Way: vv.17-18 
 The Galatian false teachers have wrong ____________. 

“They make much of you, but for no good purpose” (v.17) 
 

 Their motives are __________ ___________.  
“They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them.” (v.17) 

 
A false teacher is someone who is trying to _____________ you away 
from the pure gospel, justification by faith alone in Jesus Christ. 

 

The RIGHT Way: vv.19-20 
Key differentials between a false teacher and a true spiritual leader. 

 
1. An ______________ of caring (v.19)  “My little children”  

 
2. An agony of caring (v.19)  “anguish of childbirth” 

 
3. The ___________ of caring (v.19)  “Christ is formed in you.”  

 
4. The longing of caring (v.20)  “could be present with you” 

 
5. The _______________ of caring (v.20)  “I am perplexed”  

 

Always look at the purpose of the leader?  
 
 Is the purpose to form Jesus Christ in you?  
 

Gather around the leader who asks you to gather around Jesus 
Christ, and who helps you move to a more mature relationship 
with Christ.  
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