
“Family: For Better or For Worse” 
Matthew 18:21-35; Ephesians 4:32-5:1  

 Marriage & Relationship Series #3 

The only thing that keeps relationships from blowing up and 
disintegrating and being destroyed is _________________. 

 

“It is to a man’s glory to overlook an offense.”  Proverbs 19:11 
 
What happens when we fail to forgive? 

 Unforgiveness ___________________ people in the past. 

 Unforgiveness produces a deep _________________ in the heart. 
 

Compelling Reasons to Forgive 
 

1. Forgiveness is the most ______________ act a person 
can do.  Exodus 34:6; Colossians 3:13 

 
Forgiveness is a verbally declared, personally granted promise. It is a 
statement of undeserved, unearned love that affirms to an offender that there 
is no anger, hatred, bitterness or desire for retaliation because all blame has 
been removed. 
 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose 
spirit there is no deceit.”  Ps. 32:1-2 
 

2. It is only reasonable that those who are forgiven the 
greater sins forgive the _____________ ones.  

Matthew 18:21-35 
 
In our marriages and family relationships – we must be in a 
______________ to forgive as fast as we can forgive. 
 

3. Offenses against you are trials that God is using to 
________________ you.  James 1:2-4 

Forgiveness brings heaven to earth.  Forgiveness puts heavens 
peace into the sinful heart.  Forgiveness is the image of God.  
Forgiveness is what makes the relationship last. 
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